When and how to include arch repair in patients with acute dissections involving the ascending aorta.
The arch should be included in the repair in patients with acute aortic dissection involving the ascending aorta when (1) the intimal tear is in the arch, (2) rupture of the arch has occurred, (3) the outer wall of the false channel in the arch is tenuous, and (4) the inner wall of the false channel is fragmented. A technique has evolved for patients with acute aortic dissection involving the arch that seems to minimize the difficulties and risks of including the arch, when indicated. Its place will best be determined by additional, prospective, and preferably multi-institutional testing.